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Independent group residence (IGR). A
dwelling unit for the exclusive residen-
tial use of two to twelve elderly, handi-
capped, or disabled individuals (exclud-
ing any live-in resident), who are not
capable of living completely independ-
ently and who require a planned pro-
gram of continual supportive services.
Residents of an IGR receiving Section 8
assistance must not require continual
medical or nursing care, must be ambu-
latory or not continuously confined to
a bed, and must be capable of taking
appropriate actions for their own safe-
ty in a emergency.

Resident assistant. A person who lives
in an independent group residence and
provides on a daily basis some or all of
the necessary support services to elder-
ly, handicapped, or disabled individuals
receiving Section 8 housing assistance
and who is essential to these individ-
uals’ care or well being. A resident as-
sistant may not be related by blood,
marriage, or operation of law to any of
the individuals receiving section 8
housing assistance, and may not con-
tribute any portion of his or her in-
come or resources toward the expenses
of these individuals.

Service agency. A public or private
nonprofit organization that is recog-
nized by the State as qualified to deter-
mine the supportive service needs of
individuals who will reside in Inde-
pendent Group Residences. The service
agency may perform outreach to poten-
tial residents of Independent Group
Residences and assist these individuals
in applying for housing assistance, pro-
vide all or a portion of the supportive
services and may identify and coordi-
nate appropriate local, public or pri-
vate resources to furnish these serv-
ices. The service agency may own or
sublease an independent group resi-
dence.

Service agreement. A written agree-
ment, approved by the State, between
the owner (including an entity with the
right to sublease) of an independent
group residence and the service agency
or other entities providing the sup-
portive services to the occupants of
independent group residences. The
agreement specifies the types and fre-

quency of the supportive services to be
furnished.

[43 FR 34388, Sept. 6, 1988; 53 FR 36450, Sept.
20, 1988]

§ 887.463 Independent group resi-
dences: Selection preferences.

In addition to the preferences pro-
vided in § 887.155, a PHA may establish
a preference for selecting an eligible
applicant who has indicated a desire to
reside in an independent group resi-
dence.

§ 887.465 Independent group resi-
dences: Additional lease require-
ments.

Leases for independent group resi-
dences must incorporate by reference
the supportive services to be provided
in accordance with the written service
agreement between the owner and the
service agency or other entities pro-
viding the necessary supportive serv-
ices. When the owner provides the nec-
essary supportive service, there is no
service agreement and the provision of
these services must be contained in the
lease. The service agreement or analo-
gous lease provisions must be approved
in writing by the State before the PHA
executes the housing voucher contract.

§ 887.467 Independent group resi-
dences: Housing quality standards.

The housing quality standards in
§ 887.251(a) apply to IGRs, except that
the standards in this section apply in
place of §§ 887.251 (a), (b), (c), (f), and
(k).

(a) Sanitary facilities. The dwelling
unit must contain and have ready ac-
cess to a flush toilet that can be used
in privacy, a fixed basin with hot and
cold running water, and a shower or
tub equipped with hot and cold running
water all in proper operating condition
and adequate for personal cleanliness
and the disposal of human waste. These
facilities must utilize an approvable
public or private disposal system, and
must be sufficient in number so that
they need not be shared by more than
four occupants. Those units accommo-
dating physically handicapped occu-
pants with wheelchairs or other special
equipment must provide access to all
sanitary facilities, and must provide,
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